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10.1 Adding & Subtracting 
Polynomials
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Standard Form:  Terms are placed in descending order

VOCAB

Degree of Term:  Exponent value of variable

Degree of Polynomial: Highest exponent value of the 
polynomial
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Identify the leading coefficient, and classify the polynomial by degree 
and by the number of terms:

Polynomial  Leading 
Coefficient 

Degree Terms 

-8w + 9 
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Add or subtract.  Use the vertical or horizontal method.

1.  (-8x3 + x – 9x2 + 2) + (8x3 – 2x + 4)
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2.  (-6x3 + 5x – 3) – (2x3 + 4x2 – 3x + 1)
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3. (6x2 -x + 3) - (-2 + x2 - 7)


